Paul Steen

ARTIST'S STATEMENT

Making art for me is a way of understanding the world. I read a lot, watch the news, and when
I'm into a subject it eventually results in art in some form.

There is often an element of comedy or play or gameplay on the surface of what I do, but there
should always be possibilities of layers of serious interpretation beyond that.

I rarely stay with any one medium for long, I am always searching for the right medium to
present what I want to say for the moment. This has taken me from painting to making hand-
made boardgames, to making photography, building an airship, making computer games,
standing on a stage singing, and sometimes back to painting again.

I studied classical painting but started looking for new ways of expression when the Royal
Academy in Brussels felt too narrow to me in its strict categorizations of what the act of paint-
ing should be. This lead me to create, among other things, a fictitious religious cult of kitsch, a
fictitious landless nation, and a boardgame about distribution of resources in the world after
the fall of the Soviet union and the subsequent end of said world in a nuclear holocaust.

Trying to learn more about the world I have come to develop an interest in boundaries of dif-
ferent kinds, especially social boundaries. Arbitrary boundaries between us and them, hierar-
chies and structures of power, such things interest me.
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2000 ”Starboy”, with Anders Thyr, video and cd, Konstfack graduation exhibition, Stockholm
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